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As to the change proposed in a paper referred to us, looking to a change of the 


paper from a folio to a quarto, we advise that it be left optional with the Directory. 


JOHN PARIS, ° 
* Wm. B. Usivron, G. W. Jounson, 

Grorck NEsToR, B.S. Biss, 

Grorce R. Barr, JOHN BURDINE. 


: i J. W. ADAMSON, 


The following, offered by J. W. Charlton, was adopted 


Resolved, That the Directors of the Book Concern be authorized to continue 
the salary of T. W. Ewing until the first of October. | 


Convention adjourned. 


Turspay, May 12th, 1874. 
The Convention met at 12 o'clock, M., and proceeded to elect a 
new Directory, as follows: 


Dr. H. F. Zollickoffer, — 33. oe John G. Clarke, 38. 

T. B. Bateman, 33. W.J.C. Dulany, 34. 

H.T.Gernhardt, James Frame, 30, 
L. W. Bates, D. E. Reese, Ax Offievo. 


Whole number of votes cast, 35. 
Dr. E. J. Drinkhouse was elected Editor of the Methodist Pro- 


_testant. Whole number of votes cast, 36—number cast for Dr. 


Drinkhouse, 24. 
The following Resolutions, offered by L. W. Bates, were passed: 


_ Resolved, That the first sentence of the second section of the printed Conven- 
tional proceedings, page 88, be and is hereby repealed ; and also any other law 
which prohibits a member of the Book Directory from acting as Book Agent. 


Resolved, That the Directory be authorized to publish the proceedings of this 
Convention, and also the Journal of this General Conference. — : 


By W. J. ©. Dulany and J. W. Charlton : 


Resolved, 1. That the expenses of printing, and a new journal, required by the 
General Conference, be paid by the Book Directory ; and 2, That the secretaries 
be authorized to employ a clerk to write the proceedings of the Conference in the 


Conference Journal, and that the Book Directory are hereby authorized to pay said 
clerk for his services. | 


The following, offered by D. Wilson, was adopted : 


Resolved, That two copies of the printed J ournal, to include the proceedings of 


the Convention on Book Concern and Periodical j i to each 
member of the body, and the remainder 


By K. J. Drinkhouse and W. J. ©. Dulany : 


Resolved, That all essential items of business. togeth cast j 

| th the ballots cast in 

the Convention on the Book Concern and Period} 
ral Conference Minutes. | with the 


RK. H. Wills and O. Lowther, offer 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That every member of this Convention pled ARTA Oe 
fluence for the circulation and support of the 


By J. W. Charlton and W. B. Usilton - 


Resolved, That we also pledge ourselves to u . . the 
sale of our Church Hymn Books and 


On motion the Convention adjourned. 


W. S. HAMMOND, Secretary. 
Publishing Committee, L. W. Barss. 


ed the following Resolution, 
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PROCEEDINGS CONVENTION, 


Tae Convention of the Northern and Western Conferences 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, met according to previ- 
ous arrangement, at ten o’clock A. M. on the 10th of Nov. 
1858, in the city of Springfield, Ohio, when after the delivery 
of an tne and eloquent sermon by Rev.Grorer 
Brown the Convention was organized by the unani- 
mous election of Dr. Brown as Chairman protem., and Rev. 
J.J. Smiru as Secretary pro tem., after which the Conven- 
tion to meet again at two o'clock P. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, Nov. 10. 


The Convention was opened with devotional exercises con- 
ducted by Rev. R. Ross. 

The following is a list of the Annual Conferences concur- 
ring in the call of the Convention; with the names of the 
delegates elected to represent 

Ministers. ymen, 
Boston District, J. M. Mayatt, Guo. Prerce.* 
NV. Y. and Vermont Dist. W. H. Minter, Tuos. Brown, 
J. J. SMIrH, C. Tomxrns. 
Onondaga District, Ira H. Hogan, G. Wurre. 


Genesee District, — N. PatMIrer, | B. A. Nionots. * 
Pennsylvania District, R. E. Gorman, * Wa. Bartry.* 
Pittsburgh District, G. Browy, D. oHN REpDMAN, 
J AS. Rostson, G. W. Pogur, 
Jno. Scort, S. Horner. * 


Muskingum District,  Gxo. Crancy, J. Forpyog, 
Tarap, I. Casserr, 
Anprew,* H. Fuiierton,* 
J. Nicuors,* J.D. Daron, 
A. ABBOTT, Berarry.* 
Ohio District, J. M. Youna, 


R. D. Rowsey, 
R. Ross, S. 
A. H. Basser, F. A. Fin 
J.J. Wuirzr, J. K. 
W. R. Parsons, J, M. Jou 
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the successive General Conferences were memorialized upon 
the subject. A feeble expression of partial disapproval was 
obtained in 1842, and again in 1846, but the General Confer- 
ences of 1850 and 1854 gave full evidence that the slaveholding 
interest, hgd so far gained the ascendency as to preclude any 
action adverse to its claims. It had trammelled the press of 
the church, so that no word of rebuke could be uttered 
through its columns, against an evil so great. This was truly 
mortifying to a people so much devoted to civil and religious 
freedom. Many who despaired of seeing the Church re- 
deemed from complicity with oppression, withdrew, and 
sought other connections: This discouraged the hearts of 
others, and we were in great perplexity. — 


The General Conference of 1854, held at Steubenville, in 
the free State of Ohio, consenting that its paper long since 
established at Baltimore, should remain trammelled upon the 
subject of slavery, and yet not consenting that a free paper 
‘ should also be established under its control and patronage, to 
accommodate the friends of free speech, finally proposed a 


separation of the literary and publishing interests, leaving 


the Annual Conferences so choosing, to own and sustain the | 
paper at Baltimore, and those Annual Conferences which > 


should so prefer, to establish and sustain a paper on their 
own responsibility, at some point in the West. ee 
The same General Conference proposed Conventions, to 
take charge of the publishing interests, now relinquished by 
the former body, and to comprise respectively the two con- 
federations of Conferences; said Conventions to be held, one 
at Zanesville, Ohio, in November, 1854, and the other at 
Baltimore, in June, 1855. These Conventions were accord- 


ingly held in due form, and took control of the publishing in- © 


terests in their respective jurisdictions. Nearly all the Con- 
ferences in the non-slaveholding States determined to adhere to 
the new paper, and a few that held out at first, subsequently 
came into the measure. A nucleus was thus formed, uniting 
more and more closely a people of kindred views and principles. 


Meanwhile, our press untramelled diffused light, and intel- 


ligence, and argument, in reference to our responsibilities as 
a Christian people, touching the greatest sin of this nation. 
More and more was the conviction fastened upon our minds, 
that a people whose motto is Mutual Rights, should not ig- 
nore the rights of the oppressed, and that a Christian people, 
who honor the principles of civil and religious liberty, should 
not remain connected in fellowship with those who practically 
hold that might constitutes right, and who after remonstrance 
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Ministers. Laymen. 
Michigan District, B.C. Lannina, G, J. Dantets. 
West. Michigan District, A. AcnESON, T. Hinman. * 


Wabash District, E. Horner,* N.T. Catrerum. 
Indiana District, S. Morrison, Ws. Smita, 
Surep, E. Bassett. 


North Illinois District, P.J.Srrone, J. W. Busu. 
South Illinois District, G. Wxrieut,* J. Lavennan.* 


Illinois District, Journ Datzey, J. Connery. 

Towa District, J. Youneman,* 
North Iowa District, J.J. Warson, SNYDER. 
Wisconsin District, J. W. Frrep,* G.W. 
Minnesota District, 8S. Jones,* KR. Freeman.* 


Those marked (*) were absent. 
Total, Delegates elect, sixty-four. Number in attendance, 
forty-four, viz: twenty-three Ministers and twenty-one Lay 

Revs. G. Cianoy, J. Ropison and J. Forpycr were ap- 
pointed Committee on Credentials. 
~ On motion, the Convention proceeded to the election of 
permanent officers, when Rev. Guo. Brown, D.D., was elected 
resident; Rev. Wm. H. Mitirr, Secretary, and Rev. K. 
Ross, Assistant Secretary. 

Bros. Hepertine, Scorr and ConnELiy, were appointed a 
Committee on Rules of Order. 

Bros. J. B. Warxer, A. H. Trumso and A. H. Bassert 
- were appointed a committee on religious services during the 


session of Convention. 
Bros. Crancy, Datpey, Mayart, Repman and 
were appointed a committee to bring proper subjects of busi- 
ners before the Convention. 


Rev. Cyrus Prinpiy, a fraternal representative from the 
Wes eyan Methodist connection, was introduced and cordially 
invited to occuppy an honorary seat in the Convention. 

Br. Basserr read and submitted a paper proposing that it 
be appended to the historical Preface to our Book of Disci- 


pline, which paper was subsequently referred to a Select 
Committee. 


Proposed Addition to Historical Preface. 
| From. the origin of the Methodist Protestant A’ssociation, 
it was a subject of deep regret that the practice of slavehold- 
ing was sustained by ministers and members of the Church, 
In certain districts of the connection. It was anxiously hoped 
that this practice wonld be expurgated from the church of our 
choice, thus taking away our reproach. For twenty years, 
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stood to protect ministers and members of the church in the 
practice of slaveholding and slavetrading. A. H. B. 


MORNING SESSION, Nov. 11. 


Convention was opened with devotional exercises, con- 
ducted by Rev. C. Prinpiz, of the Wesleyan Methodist con- 
nection. The minutes of the precesing das were read, cor- 
rected and approved. 

The Committee on Business reported, and their Report 
alopted item by item, as follows: 


Report of Committee on Business. 


The committe appointed to report proper subjects for the 
deliberation and action of this Convention, would report : 

1. First Subject—Tur Western Mernopist Prorestant ; 

embracing, 1st, the establishment of said paper by the Zanes: 
ville Convention in 1854; including all the facts in relation 
to the purchase of the ‘‘ Western Recorder,” from Br. A. H. 
Bassett; 2d, the editorial conduct and management of said 
paper from its establishment until this date. Part second, 
embracing the 812e, form, matter, price, and editorial duties, 
of said paper. 
propriety and manner, matter suitable to be published and 
the price of books, together with Book Agent s duties; to con 
sider and report some more efficient plan of operation. 

Subject Third—FinanotaL Department AND Location 
OF THE Cowdiebar ; embracing the receipts and disbursements 
of the Concern ; ‘which will exhibit the condition and pros- 
pects of both the paper and book departments. Also to re- 

port upon the most suitable location of the establishment and 
to fix the salaries of the Editor and Book Agent. 

4. Subject Fourth—Communications ; including all memn- 
orials, petitions, suggestions, recommendations, which 
may he addressed to this body from either official bodies or 
individuals of either the M. P. C., or of other Christian 
Churches. This committee shall refer any communications re- 
lating to any of the specified subjects, to the committee upon 
said subject; and shall recommend some plan of disposing 
of such communications, as relate to subjects upon which no 
committees are appointed. _ 

dD. Subject Hifi anv Revisions; embracing, 
Ist, the Scion us the last General Couference upon the Me- 
morial from the Cincinnati Convention, of November, 1857; 

_ 2d, the present and future relations: of the Annual Confer- 
ences represented in this Convention, and adhering to the 
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and expostulation, persist in making merchandise of the poor 
A second Convention of Representatives from non-Slave- 
holding Conferences was held at Springfield, Ohio, in No- 
vember, 1856. A third was convened at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in November, 1857, to which some fifteen Annual Confer-— 
ences elected representatives. That Convention, with oreat 
uninimity, adopted a Memorial to the General Conference, to 
be held at Lynchburg, Va., in the ensuing month of May, 
1858, in respectful and Christian terms representing to that 
body the difficulties which surround us, and which prevent 
our success and prosperity, and setting forth what action on 
its part was necessary to obviate those difficulties ; and pray- 
ing that such action be had. Bnt in that Memorial, notice 
was given, that if the General Conference should not see 
good to adopt some action looking to the expurgation of the 
evil of slaveholding and slavetrading from the Church, we 
could not in such case conscientiously consent to any further 
ecclesiastical connection with those in the. practice thereof. 
The response of the General Conference was regarded as a 

simple refusal to grant the prayer of the Memorialists. The — 
result of this refusal was that the Anti-Slavery Conferences, 


__ to the number of nineteen, viz: Ohio, Muskingum, Pittsburgh, 


Pennsylvania, New York and Vermont, Boston, Onondaga, — 
Genesee, Michigan, Western Michigan, Wabash, Indiana, 
linois, North Illinois, South Illinois, lowa, North Iowa, Wis- 
consin and Minnesota Annual Conferences, united in the call — 
of a Convention, to be held at Springfield, Ohio, Nov. 10, 
1858. This Convention being duly assembled, and having 
elected Rev. Gxo. Brown, President, and Rev. Wm. H. Muz- 
LER, Secretary, and having solemnly invoked the presence 
and guidance of Almighty God, did deliberately declare, that 
In its judgment, the practice of buying and selling men, wo- 
men and children, or holding them in slavery, as they are 
held in these United States, is inconsistant with the morality 
of the Holy Scriptures; and did further declare all official 
connection, co-operation and official fellowship with such 
Conferences and churches, within the M. P. Association, as 
practice or tolerate slaveholding and slavetrading, to be sus- 
pended, until the evil complained of be removed. 
The Convention further, in obedience to instructions from 
its constituents, ordered the removal from the Constitution 
and Discipline of such words and clauses as make distinction 
on account of color, and such as have heretofore been under- 
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members of this Convenfion, and also all the papers and pro- 
ceedings of the Conventions of 1854 and 18586, be referred to 
the Committee on the Western Methodist Protestant. 

~ A document from the Muskingum Annual Conference was 
presented, which, with other papers on the subject of Books 
was referred to the Committee on Book Department. 

Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. W. R. Parsons. 
AFTERNOON SESSION, Nov. 11. 


The Convention was opened with devotional exercises, 


conducted by Rev. Wm. H. Mirren. 
On motion, fesolved, That the last two Reports of the 


Editor of the Western Methodist Protestant and Book Agent, 


made to the Ohio Annual Conference, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finances. aie 


A document from the Pittsburgh Annual Conference was P 


read, and referred to the Committee on Relations, Revisions, 
&e. 


At an early hour, in view of giving the several committees _ 


an opportunity to act, the Convention Adjourned. Prayer by 
MORNING SESSION, NOV. 12, 


The Convention was opened with devotional exercises eon- 


ducted by Rev. A. AcHESON. | ye 
The minutes of the sessions of the preceding day read and 

ev. H. Heseruina, in behalf of the Committee on Com- 

munications, &c., reported, and the report was received and 

laid on the table. 

The Committee on Relations, &c., reported through Rev. 


G. CLanoy in part, and the report was received and laid on 


the table. 
The Committee on the Western Methodist Protestant re- 
ported, and the report was received and laid on the table. 
Rev. J. Datsry read a Memorial from the Illinois Annual 


Conference, which proposed a delay of one year of the act of 
separation from the slaveholding Conferences, &c., when, on 


motion, the paper was referred to the Committee on Commt- 
nications. 

Rev. A. H. Basserr read his report as Editor and Book 
Agent, which report, with accompanying papers, was referred 
to the Committee on Finances. [See Appendza.] 

Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. Gro. CLANoy. 

AFTERNOON SESSION, NOV. 12. 


The Convention was opened with devotional exercises, con- 


ducted by Rev. Tuos. Supp. 
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Western Methodist Protestant Book Concern, and the slave- 
holding conferences, churches and individuals of the Metho- 
dist Protestant Association. Part second; upon the revision 
of the Constitution and Discipline of the Church, so far as 
embraced and specified in the Memorial above named. Part 
third; embracing a plan of future proceeding. 
Your committee recommend that the above subjects of 
business be referred to several committees, the first four of 
which shall consist of five persons each, and the last of 
seven. 
Your committee also reeommend the appointment of a com- 
mittee of five, on missions; a committee of five, on Educa- 
tion, and a committee of three, on temperance. 
G. Cranoy, Chavrman. 
On motion, the President was requested to appoint the 
committees above recommended immediately; and the chair 
1. On the Western Methodist Protestant—Jout Dazey, 
S. Morrison, I. H. Hogan, T. Syyprr, Toos. Brown. 
2. On Book Department—J. Scort, R. C. Lannine, P. 
J. Strona, R. D. Rowsry,G. W. | 
On Finances—J. Turap, Jas. Ropison, W. 
Parsons, J. Connetty, J. Forpycn. 
4. On Communications, Memorials, &@c.—H. Heper.ine, 
J.J. J. M. Mayatt, E. Basserr, J. M. JOHNSON. 
5. On Relations, Revisions and the Future—GurorcE 
Crancy, J. M. Youna, A. H. Basserr, J. K. Ogpen, J. Rup- 
MAN, G. Wuirz, J.D. Daron. 
6. On Missions—W. R. Parsons, A. Acuzson, J. Asu- 
7. On Education—J. J. N. Patarrer, J. M. 
Youne, J. J. Watson, G. W. Boss, G. J. DANI 
On Temperance—J. 8. Granam, Isaac Cas- 


A document from Rev. C. PRINDLE, was read, and referred to 
the Committee on Communications. 

The following named visiting brethren were introduced to 
the Convention, and invited to honorary seats, viz: Rev’s” 
Wm. Youne, J. B. Warker, A. H. Trvmso and W. B. War- 
INGTON, and subsequently Bros. Ww. StezL, D. A. JoNnEs, 


and L. Newiove, members of the Board of Trust, and Br. 
JorL Rice, of Illinois. 
On motion, Resolved, That the p 


am hlet recently pub- 
lished by Rev. SPRINGER, and by him the 
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eighth and ninth articles of the Constitution, which define 

a General Conference and its powers. 

And by reference to the official proceedings of said General © 
Conference, it will be equally evident, that while said Confer- 
ence did, on one hand, receive, entertain and act upon said 
Memorial, as an orderly and authoritative document—thereby 
virtually sanctioning the Cincinnati Convention—they did; 
upon the other hand, officially refuse to comply with either 
request, so respectfully and so reasonably submitted to them 
—thereby evincing a total unwillingness to take any steps to 
either relieve their petitioners, or that would reflect discredit 
in any way upon the practices, as predicated of the entire 
Southern section of the M. P. Church, in the historic part of 
said Memorial. 
2d. Uponthe present and future relations between the Annnv- 

al Conferences represented in this Convention and such Annual — 
Conferences, churches and individuals, as practice or tolerate — 

slaveholding and slavetrading, as specified in said Memorial. 

Ist. Our present relation, is embraced in official and = \ 

connection in a General Conference, as specified and defined — ' 


cr 
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a in the eighth and ninth articles of the Constitution. But this 
relation is now virtually destroyed, as will appear by the fol- 
lowing facts: ist. All the subjects of working interest, that 


were designed as bonds of union, to the whole association, to i 
wit: that of periodicals, books, colleges, missions and Sunday i 
Schools, have been, either formally thrown out of the General i 
Conference, or officially destroyed in that body. Thereby i 


rendering said body, in view of its want of its constitutional - 
working business, a legal nullity. 2d. The last General Con- 
ference did in its legislative capacity, define a basis of repre- 
sentation, by assuming the secession of the Conferences herein 
a represented, and upon this gratuitous assumption (for the 
7 Oineinnati Convention did not in the Memorial, or in any 
4 other of its acts, propose, or intimate, a voluntary withdrawal 
or secession,) define a basis of representation intended to 
embrace only a part of the Conferences of the Association E a 
thereby virtually destroying the constitutional composition Ot 
the General Conference. 
Therefore, it follows, that such a General Conference insti- 
tution as was contemplated by the Convention of 1830, and as 
defined in the Constitution adopted by that body, does not 
now exist in the Methodist Protestant association; and inas- 
much as the General Conference exists rather in name than 
in its originally designed working life and energy, it is no 
violation of our loyality to the Constitution of the church, to 
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On motion the report of the Committee on Relations, &e., 
was taken up and acted upon, item by item. ‘he resolution 
embodied in'the report, proposed to declare all connection, 
official fellowship and co-operation with the slavery tolerating 
Conferences of the M. P. Church, ‘‘to be now and forever 
suspended.” Dr. Brown proposed to amend by striking out 
the words, ‘‘and forever,” and then adding the words, “until 
the evil complained of be removed.” _ 
-The amendment was adopted. Adjourned with prayer. 
MORNING SESSION, Nov. 
Convention opened with devotional exercises by Rev. R. 
©, LANNING. 
Minutes of the sessions of the preceding day, were read 
and approved. 
Proceeded with the consideration of the Report (Part First) 
of the Committee on Relations, We. 
Dr. Brown offered a futher amendment to be appended to 
the one last made, by adding the words, ‘“‘and they agree to 
put back the general interests, and work with their brethren 


of the West and North in sustaining them under the Consti- 


tution, as in former years.” The closing words ‘‘ as in former 
years” were withdrawn, when the amendment was adopted. 
On motion of Rev. J. Scorr, the words ‘‘of slavery” were 
inserted in the first above amendment, so as to read ‘‘sus- 
pended until the evil of slavery, complained of, be removed.” 


__4\fter very full discussion, each item of the Report was 
adopted successively as follows: 


Report of Committee on Relations, Revisions, (Part 1st.) 


Lhe committee appointed upon the subject of Relations and 
Revisions, would respectiully report, in part, to wit: Ist. 
Upon ‘the action of the last General Conference upon the 
Memorial from the Cincinnati Convention, of 1857: 

By reference to said Memorial, it will be readily discovered, 
that the General Conference wag respectfully requested in said 
document, to merely recommend to the several Annual Con- 
ferences the matter of taking legal 
Constitutional and Disciplinary modifications, which the in- 
terests and prosperity of the non-slaveholding sections of the 
Association demand; and in cage that body should refuse to 


SO recommend, then, a second request was respectfully made 
to said General Conference, to concur in such measures 28 


would bring about an official separation, in a formal, orderly 
ane peaceful manner, between the slaveholding and non-slave- 
10lding sections of the association, by an alteration of the 


steps to make the specified 
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P. J. Strona, R. 0. Lannina, H. Huseriine, J, M. Youre, 


J. M. Mayatr, J. 8. Torar, R. Rosz, J. J. Surrn, A. 
Bassett, 8. Morrison, A. Aonnson, J. J. Waite, W. BR. 
Parsons, N. Parmiter, Laymen—G. Wurrn, 
Taos. Brown, I. C. Tomxms, E. Basserr, R. D, 
Rowsey, J. Forpycr, Taos. Syyprr, G. J. Danters, G. W. 
Poaur, J. W. Busn, 8. Granam, J. D. Daron, J. Repay, 
. Asuton, F. A. Fintey, J. K. Oapen, J. M. Jonnson, W. 
MITH. 
NAYS. Minister—Jorzt Layman—J 


A resolution was offered by Br. proposing 


submit the above action to the classes for approval or disap- 
proval, and the Resolution was laid on the table. — 


Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. J. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, Nov. 13. 


Convention opened with devotional exercises, conducted by 


Rev. R. Ross. 


On motion of Rev. J. Daisey, the Convention proceeded 


to the election of Editor and Book Agent, by ballot. Revs. 
R. Rosz and J. Roxison, were appointed tellers. On re- 


ceiving and counting the ballots it was ascertained that Rev. 


A. H. Bassrrr was elected Editor and Book Agent, by an 


almost unanimous vote. 


Rev. J. Scorr from the Committee on the Book Depart- 


ment reported, and the report was adopted, item by item, as 


follows: | 
Report of Committee on Book Department. 
Your committee to whom was referred the subject of the 


publication of books, é&c., have had the same under considera- — 


tion, and beg leave to report. es 
ist. That from the facts before them, they believe the 


compilation of a new hymn book to be necessary. Kev. ©. 


of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, appeared 
_. before your committee, and proposed that our church, here 
represented, unite with the We 
in compiling and publishing a hymn book, alike suitable to 


esleyan Methodist Connection, 


the wants of the Methodist Protestant, and Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Churches. Several advantages it is believed may be 


secured by such an arrangement, the principle of which is, — 


the lessening of the expense of publication to each of the 
parties concerned. he expense of stereotype plates 
being equally shared by the two bodies, will be materially 
diminished—the plates to be owned conjointly by the two 
churches—Your committee therefore recommended the ap- 
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declare and forever regard the General Conference as a legal 
nullity, and incompetent to serve any good to the association. 
9d. Our future relations, &e., will make it necessary — 
briefly to specify the cause which has produced this State of 
things, and your committee cannot better . do this, than by 
adopting a part of the language contained in the second res- 
olution in the circular from the Pittsburgh Conference, to 
‘wit: “We hereby set our seal of condemnation on the entire 
system of slavery in the M. P. Church in the South, as being 
at the foundation of all our troubles with our Southern 
brethren; it has trammeled our church press; it has thrown 
out to foreign control, interests which belong constitutionall, 
to the General Conference to care for and manage;”’ it has, 
further, destroyed Madison College, the only educational in- 
- stitution of the church, which promised so well in 1854; and 
it has induced the Southern section to withdraw their patron- 
age from the Missionary Board and mainly from the Missionary 
and Sunday School Journal, which were of great promise to 
the Association in 1854 and 1855; ‘‘it has broken the brother 
hood of the church, so that the parties can no longer work 
together ;” and it may be added, to maintain official connection 
with slaveholding Conferences as matters now stand, would be 


to give official countenance to the evils we profess to depre- 
cate, as practiced by the South. | ; ay 
Therefore, /eesolved, That indisputable facts, the inductions 
of sound logic, the dictates of Christian prudence, and an 
enlightened sense of our duty to God and man, justify and 
warrant this Convention, in the name of the several Agimual 
Conferences herein represented, to now declare all official — 
connection, ee and official fellowship with and be- 
tween said Conferences, and such Conferences and churches, 
within the M. P. Association, as practice or tolerate slave- 
holding and slavetrading, as specified in said Memorial, to be 
now suspended, until the evil of slavery complained of be 
Temoved ; and they agree to put back the general interests, — 
and work with their brethren of the West and North, in sus- 
taining them under the Constitution. | 
_ But nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to — 


prevent such annual Conferences as have intimated their 
purpose to submit this su 


: ; bject to a vote of their respective 
churches, from so doing. G. Cranoy, Chairman. 
The question was ordered to 


be tak d Nays 
and the following is the result: 


YEAS. Mintsters—Gro. Brown, J. Scott, J. 


Laney, J. J. Warsow, I. H. Hogan, W. H. 


BE. 
if 
& 
x 
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appointed to act with an individual to be appointed by the 
Waalcyan Methodist Connection, in compiling a Hymn Book 
for the use of our churches. | | 2 
‘Resolved, That Kev. G. Brown, D.D., Rev. A. H. Basszrr, 
Rev. J. Datpy, Rev. 5. W. Wipney, and Rev. J. M. Maya 
be appointed a committee to advise and assist Rev. Tuos. H. 
SrockTon in the labor of compilation, | PRT: 
On motion, the Report of Committee on Communications, 
Memorials &c., was taken up and adopted, as follows: 


Report of Committce on Communications and Memorials. 


Your Committee, to whom were referred Communications, 
—&c., beg leave to report, that they have had before them 
communications from Br. J. Nicnots, of Muskingum District, 
Br. Steven Jones, of Minnesota, one from the Pennsylvania 
Annual Conference, and a communication from George Street 
Station, Cincinnati, each of which we have handed to its ap- 
propriate committee. | 
Committee No. 4, would further report that they have had 
before them communications from J. G. Wurrcoms, of Wis- 
consin, enclosing also resolutions from a committee of five 
touching the action of this Convention; also a communication 
from Exras Horner, requesting this Convention to permit the 
Wabash District to lay the action of this body before their 
membership for ratification or rejection. hee 
Also a Memorial from the Illinois District, relating to the . 
action of this Convention, each of which has been handed to 
its appropriate committee. 
_ Your committee have not deemed it their duty to report on 
the merit of any document coming into their hands, except 
that communicated to this body by our esteemed Br. Rev. | 
Cyrus on behalf of a committee of five, 
by the late General Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection, for the laudable purposes of fraternising and 
corresponding with other reformatory, religious bodies, with 
a view to attaining to a more intimate union, and a more 
general and efficient co-operation in the great work of our 
common Master. Your committee do not hesitate to believe 
that the motives and generous purposes of Br, PRmnpLe and 
his associates are fully and earnestly reciprocated by this 
entire body, and shotild therefore beg leave to recommend the 
following resolution for the adoption of this Convention. 
- Resolved, That this Convention appoint a committee of 
five, to fraternise and correspond with a like committee repre- 
sented here by our esteemed By. Rev. Cyrus Prinpre, of the 
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yotntment, by this Convention, of a committee of one, to 
Bio porate with a similar committee of the W. M. Connection, 
to compile a hymn book of about 500 pages, the expences to 
be equally borne by the two churches. emt 
- Your committee, further recommend the publication of our 
Discipline, as it shall be amended by this Convention, at as 
early a day as practicable. 
In reference to the price of books, your committee recom- 
mend a discount of 30 per cent. from retail prices, to whole- 
sale purchasers, for cash, on our Own publications. Your 
committee further recommend, that the Book Agent be au- 
thorized to furnish our own publications to a responsible 
~ agent, appointed and endorsed by the North Illinois Confer- 
ence, at 20 per cent. discount, on four months time. This 
recommendation is made in view of SUPP Yang our books with 
greater readiness to our friends in the Western Conferences. 
i all other cases, your committee recommend invariably the 
adoption of the cash system. 
In ease the Paper and Book Concern shall be removed from 
its present location, we recommend the sale of our printing 
press and printing material, and that the proceeds of said 
sale be invested in the: book business. 
We recommend, in regard to the duties of the book agent, 
that he be required to take charge of the book department, 
keep on hand the most saleable books of a moral and religious 
character, and make quarterly reports of his proceedings to 
the Board of Trust. We would recommend also, that our 
agent keep on hand a supply of ‘“ Lee’s Theology,” believing 
this work to be well adapted to the wants of our young prea- 
Rev. G. Crancy made a further Report on Relations, Re- 


i &¢e., (Second Part) and the report was laid on the 
table. 


- On motion, a committee of three was ordered to consider 
and report on the document previously read by Rev. A. H. 
Bassett, (designed as a continuation of the historical preface 
of the Discipline,) and received by the Convention, and laid 
on the table. Revs. G. Crianoy, A. H. Basserr and J. Scort 
were appointed said Committee. 
Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. P. J. Srrona. 


MORNING SESSION, Noy. 15. 


The Convention was opened with devotior ises by 
nit ional exercises 
Rev. Lanning. | 


Minutes of Nov. 13, were read and 
On motion, Resolved, That Rev. 


approved. 
Taos. H. Stocxron be 
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confer eligibility upon them by special legislation. And even 
in such instances, fitness for membership is a mere matter of Bi 
grant, which may change annually. 2d. This distinctionis § [iim 
inconsistent with the ‘tone only condition of membership,” ie 
as defined in the second Article of the Constitution. 3. Said 
distinction, standing as it does in the Constitution of the 
Church, operates as an insuperable barrier to our missionary 
operations among any of the colored races or tribes of man- 
kind. And finally, it renders us liable to the charge of being, 
upon the subject of rights and privileges, more exclusive 
and inconsistent than any other Christian Church in the 
world; for while we claim to be dne of the freest and most 
liberal, yet we are the only Church, so far as we know, that 
a makes distinctions because of caste. 3. In relation to the 
_— insertion of a.clause in the Discipline, making slaveholding 
abarrierto membership, &c. Your committeeare of opinion, 
that as matters now stand, after erasing the above objectionable 
features, a declaration of the sense and judgment of this 
Convention, upon the subject under notice, inserted in the 
Discipline, will be sufficient for all practical purposes. We 
would therefore recommend that the following be inserted, — 


J immediately after the General Rules of Revs. Joun and te 
Caries WEsLEY, which close on 78th page, viz: 
Rey. Asa Suinn, who, ia point of mental acumen, enlight- 


ened understanding, powers of argumentation,and persuasive 
eloquence, benevolence of heart, and liberality of spirit,moral 
and Christian excellence, and uncompromising opposition to , 
all usurpation, ecclesiastical, civil and domestic, was more 
than the Wustery of his day, should have an imperishable ~ 
tribute to his memory in general, and to his anti-slavery 
sentiments in particular, in the Discipline of that Church, 
which he labored so long, ardently, patiently and successfully 

to organize, purify and build up. In view of which the fol- 
lowing resolution is here inserted, which was submitted by 
our late father and brother in Christ, to the Ohio Annual 
Conference, in September, 1837, in the city:of Springfield, 
Ohio, and which was adopted by said Conference, viz: __ 

‘“ Resolved, That in the judgment of this Conference, the . 

pradiee of buying and selling men, women and children, or 


> 


+ 


holding them in slavery as they are. held in these United 
States, is inconsistent with the morality of the Holy Scrip-. 
tures.”’ 

Therefore, Resolved, That this Convention, assembled in 
the name and by the authority of the several Annual Confer- 
ences represented herein, do hereby adopt and avow the sen- 
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Wesleyan Methodist Connection, for the laudable and desirable 
objects of attaining a more intimate union, and @ more general © 
and effective co-operation between the two sister branches of 
our common Zion, and for the ultimate purpose if possible, 
of becoming one body, which we regard as not only calculated 
to promote the mutual efficiency and interests of the two con- 
nections, but of our common Christianity, and the glory of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, and therefore desirable in the highest 
@eoree, Chairman. 
_. Rev. G. Browy, D.D., Rev. G. Crancy, Rev. A. H. Bas- | 
sert, J. RepMan and J. M. Jonnson, were appointed as the 
committee to fraternise and correspond, &ec., with a like com- 
mittee from the Wesleyan Methodist Connection. 

On motion the report of the Committee on Relations, /e- 
asions and the Future, (Second Part) was taken up and 
adopted, item by item, as follows: ai 


Report of Committee on Relations, Revisions, &e., (2d Part.) 


Your committee on relations, &c., would further report, by 
recommending, Ist. ‘‘' That the word White,” in the language 
of the Memorial, ‘‘be stricken from the Constitution, Article 
XIl., Sections 1 and 2, as establishing an inviduous distinc- 
tion, not in accordance with the principles of the Gospel of 
Him, who has made of one blood all nations of men, to dwell 
on all the face of the earth.” 

2d. That the third item, and the annexed proviso, em- 
braced in the 4th Section of Article VII, be also stricken 
from the Constitution, which reads thus: ‘Each Annual 
_ Conference shall have exclusive power to make its own rules 
and regulations for the admission and government of colored 
members within its district; and to make for them such terms 
of suffrage as the Conferences respectively may deem proper. 
_ But neither the General Conference, nor any Annual Confer- 
ence, shall assume power to interfere with the constitutional © 
powers of the civil governments, or with thé operations of the 
civil laws; yet nothing herein contained, shall be so construed 
as to authorize or sanction anything inconsistent with the 
morality of the Holy Scriptures.” 

This provision is objectionable for several reasons, a few 
of which may be briefly stated. ist. It is at variance with 
the free Gospel and the full salvation, which we, as a church, 
both believe and teach, by assuming that all races of colored 
persons which embraces a great proportion of the whole 
amily of man, are ineligible to membership in the church, 

only in cases where Annual Conferences may see proper to 
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tion;’’ hence, constitutional power to make such changes is 
fairly implied in the provision above quoted. And what 
conferences may legally do separately, they may do conjointly, 
where similarities of interests and necessities exist. 

If. But the action under notice rests upon the authority 
of the Annual Conferences, the regular mediums of express- 
ing the will of the people, in view of confederate action, in 
either a General Conference or Convention. The mode of 
securing amendments or alterations in the Constitution, pre- 
scribed in Art. XXII, requires the recommendation of two 


thirds of the Annual Conferences, in which case, no further . _ 


action of the people is provided for in the Constitution. The 
definite recommendation of the requisite numher of Confer- 
ences, is takeu as the authority of the people, without sub- 
mitting said specific changes to a formal vote subsequently. 

This principle applies directly to the case in hand. No 
changes have been made, only such as have been definitely 
recommended by nearly all the Coiste ities represented herein. 
And, hence, as all the alterations in question were both spe- 
cified and authorized by the instructing Conferences, our action 
differs essentially from cases of making a new Constitution 
for a people, who are supposed to be ignorant of its contents 
in whole or in part, until the same is drafted. In the latter 
cases the will of the people can only be known by their right 
to vote after the instrument is framed; but in the former, or 
in our case, the vote of the people made the changes. _ 
Consequently the edition of Discipline containing the 
changes made by this Convention, will be the authorized one 
in all those Conferences that have concurred in this action, or 
may hereafter concur. Gro. Cianoy, Chazrman. 

Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. J. Soort. 

| _ AFTERNOON SESSION, Nov. 15. 


The Convention was opened with devotionial exercises by 
‘Rev. W. R. Parsons. 
The Report of the Committee on Finances was read, and 

after discussion, and before reaching any result, on motion 
the Report was laid on the table. ph lees 

On motion of Br. J. Asuton, Resolved, That a committee 
of five be appointed with full power to decide upon a location 
for our Book Concern, and the publication of our paper, 
taking the elegibility, local facilities, and the sums which the 
several places desiring the location shall subscribe as a dona- 
tion to the Concern, between the present time and the 1st of 
March ensuing, as their rule of action. — | 

The President was requested to name the committee above 
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timent of the above resolution, and declare it as our solemn 
conviction that the practices therein specified are great moral 
wrongs, at variance with the principles and morality of the 
Gospel of Christ. 
Signed by order, and in behalf of said Convention, at 
Springfield, Ohio, Noy. 15, 1858. 
Brown, President. 
Wma. Mirrer, Secretary. 
Your committee would further call attention to two impor- 


tant questions now agitating some minds: I. What right 


this Convention has to make the above changes: and Il. 
Should not said changes be submitted to a vote of the laity, 
in the churches 4 


I. Upon the right of this Convention to make all the 


specified changes, it may be remarked, Ist. That the best in- 
terests and final prosperizy of the M. P. Church, within the 
free States, demand said alterations and additions. 2d. They 
are not inconsistent with the Constitution, but should be made 
that the Constitution may harmonize with itself, for the re- 
striction of suffrage, by the word ‘‘ white” in the XII Art., 
is at variance with Art. X, which positively declares that 
‘“No rule shall be passed which shall infringe the right of 
suffrage ;” and the provision in relation to the ‘‘ admission” 
of colored members in Art. VII, is in conflict with the ‘‘ one 


only condition of membership, as defined in the second article | 
of the Constitution. Hence said changes are demanded by 


constitutional consistency. 


8d, Art. VII, Sec. 4, Item 1. Directly empowers the 


Annual Conferences, ‘To make such special rules and reg- 


uations as the peculiarities of the districts may require, 


provided no rule or regulation shall be made inconsistent 
: with the Constitution.” Now, in relation to this provision 


of the Constitution, all agree, that the word ‘ peculiarities” 
in this law refers to slavery, and by the “peculiarities of Fe. 


tricts,”’ reference is clearly made to that state of things which 
the subject of slavery may excite or produce. And it 18 
equally evident that the state of things, is not, according to 
the intimations of the law, supposed to be the same in every 
district ; hence each district is empowered to judge of its own 
wants, in view of its own relation to the peculiar subject, and 
make such rules, or regulations, as will meet its necessities, 
if not inconsistent with the Constitution. But it is already 
in proof that the necessities of the districts within the free 
States do require the changes under notice; and it is further 
subnutted, that they are not “inconsistent with the Constitu- 
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debt, and its operations considerably enlarged, in view of 


| RECAPITULATION FROM SEPTEMBER, 1855, To 80TH ocr., 1858 : 
Receipts for the 1st year, $4515 03; Expenditures the Ist year, $4229 97 
2a 4581 10 5431 72 

Receipts fractional qr. 8 weeks. 1488 48|Expenses fractional quarter, 760 57 


Total, - $1563612) Total, - - 91594990 
Paid by A. H. Bassett, for Stereotype Plates of R. F. Suinn’s Tri- 

bute to Our Fathers, - 
Paid by A. H. Basserr to W. Srret, Treasurer of Board, 


* 


Subtracting the Receipts, 


LeavesDue A.H.Basgett, - - » 9144212 . 
PRESENT ASSETTS OF THE CONCERN. 

Printing Office, Subscription list and apparatus of the W.M.P., 200000 
Books on hand, about - - - - 10000 
Amount due for books, collectable, about, — - - - 10000 
Donations by members of Ohio Conference, and balance due on 

Moscow Seminary fund, - 
Cashin hands of Treasurer, - 91034 
Intereston Money, - - - - - - - 12870 
Stereotype plates, R. F. Suinn’s Tribute to Our Fathers, at cost,’ - 25000 
Due from subscribers, $3500 00 of which is believed to be collect- : 


Cash avails of fractional quarter, deducted from claim of A.H.B., 72791 
From this take whole amount due A. H.Basserr, - - -- 217003 
Leaves assetis clearof allliability, - - 519692 


Wewill further report on this part of the subject, that while 
we have had encouraging success in our publishing enterprize, 
we at the same time, have deeply to deplore the apathy that 
has characterized the efforts of too many of the Agents of | 
the W. M. Protestant, in consequence of_which, $3,500.00 of 
its dues are uncollected, while the greater part of said amount ~ 
might by a prudent effort have been collected and placed in 
the Treasury, and thereby the Concern been relieved of its 


which, we deem it important that this Convention sustain the 
action of the Board of Trust, in enforcing the cash system, 
in requiring prepayment for the paper, and also for books, 
unless to persons known to be responsible and prompt, and 
further, to adopt some plan, for making a vigorous effort in 
all the Conferences here represented, for the enlargement of 
subscription list of the Methodist Protestant, and 
the sale of the books kept on hand by the Concern, and for 
me Ay aig collection of money, now due for the paper and 
ooks. 

We recommend, that, should the Missionary and Sunday 
School Journal be offered to the control of this Convention, 
that it accept of the same, and put it under the management 
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“proposed, and he appointed Rev. Wm. Cortimr, Rey. J. J. 
ey. G. Crancy, Wm. Steer, and J. Forpyos, as the 
committee to determine the location for the Book Concern, &c. 
On motion the Report of the Committee on Finance, was 
again taken up, and after amendment by taking out the item 
in relation to removing the Book Concern “either to Pitts- 

- burgh or Cincinnati,” the report was adopted entire, as follows: — 


Report of Committee on 


wnances. 


The committee on the third subject of the series, viz: Th 
Finances, Location of the Concern, and the salary of Editor 
and Book Agent, beg leave to report. 


That from the showing of the 


Reports of the Board of 


Trust, for the three years the W. M. Protestant has been 
published, also of a Report of an auditing committee ap-— 
pointed by the Board, and the report of the Editor and Book 
Agent, for the fractional quarter, from Sept. 4th, to Oct. 30th, 


1858, we find the following results, whi 
this Convention for its adoption. 
First, Receipts and Expenditures o 


ch we recommend to 


f the Concern, from the 


various sources for the year 1855 and 6, were as follows: - 


RECEIPTS. 


Ist Quarter, - - - $163] 
- 1103 22 
. 720 63 
To this add Note paid by Balti- 
more Concern, - . - 40000 


EXPENDITURES. | 
Ist Quarter,  - - $1378 49 
- 1065 98 
Total,.-.: 


Leaving a balance in hands of the Agentat close of the year $285 76. 
EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 1856-7. 


RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR 1856-7. 


Leaving an excess of expenditures fo 


[st Quarter, - - $1526 20)1st Quarter, - - $1361 09 
| Total, $4581 10 Total, . : $5431 72 
Leaving an excess of expenditures for the year, of $850 62. : : 
/THE RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR 1857-8. | ExpENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 1857-8. 
3d 1147 20/34 rT 1514 46 


thi f 4 
Receipts and expenditures for the ma is year, Of $469 83. 


Receipts for W. M. Protestant, $1363 34 


ctional quarter of eight weeks : 


Bookssold, - 11014 
Donations, - - - 1500 


Balance in hand for fractional quarter, $727 91. 


Expenditures, 
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On motion, esolved, That when the Periodical shall be 
permanently located, there shall be two inches a‘lded to its 
Jength; and that a better quality of paper be used, as soon 
as an increased patronage shall warrant the extra expense. 

On motion, the Report of the Committee on the Western 
‘Methodist Protestant, was taken up, and adopted as follows: 


Report of the Committee on the W. M Protestant. 


The committee to whom was referred the establishment of 
the Western Methodist Protestant, its history, &c., beg leave © 

I. The General Conference of the M. P. Church, held at 
Steubenville, Ohio, in 1854, did recommend the establish- 
ment of a Periodical and Book Concern in the North West, 
which shonld be under the direction and control of such An- 
nual Conferences as might concur in the enterprise; and with 
a view to the accomplishment of said object, did appoint Rev. 
G. Crancy, and Rev. J. M. Fioop, commissioners to nego- 
tiate with Rev. A. H. Bassrrr, then Editor of the Western 
Recorder, published at Putnam, Ohio, for the purchase of the | 
press, type, printing apparatus and subscription list, then 
owned by the Editor; and whereas, the said General Confer- 
ence did recommend the call of a Convention to be held in 
Zanesville, Ohio, in November, 1854, representing those 
Conferences concurring in said enterprise; and whereas, said 
Convention did convene on the first day of November, 1854; 
and received, and adopted the report of said commissioners, 
and thereby ratified the purchase of said paper, printing ap- 
paratus, &c., (see Report.) Your Committee, having inves- 
tigated this subject of sale and purchase, to the best of their 
ability, under the circumstances, believe the same to have 
been a fair, honorable business transaction, equally creditable 
to all parties concerned. 

IT.. Your committee would further report— + 

That so far as they are capable of judging, the Western 
Methodist Protestarit has been ably edited, and judiciously 
conducted by its Editor, Rev. A. H. Bassrrr, and we would 
recommend his re-election. J. Darsry, Ch’n. 
n motion ot Bros. Scorr and Rosison, Resolved, That 

the terms of the Western Methodist Protestant be one dollar 
and fifty cents per annum, invariably in advance, and that 
four weeks before a subscriber’s time expires, his paper shall 
be sent him having his name written upon it, with red ink. ~ 

The Committee on Missions reported, and the report was 
adopted as follows: 
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of the Editor of the Western Methodist Protestant, requiring 


him to keep the receipts and expenditures of the one separate _ 


from the other. 

” Thirdly, While we would gladly see our Editor and Book 
Agent more liberally compensated for his arduous labors and 
jncessant toil, in conducting our Paper and Book Concern, 


yet in view of our already indebtedness, and limited resources, 


we do not feel that we would be justifiable in recommending 
an increase of his salary above what it has been for the past 
two years. 

Finally, We recommend to the Convention, the second 
resolution passed by the Board of Trust, as being worthy of 
its favorable notice and adoption, as follows: = 


“ Resolved, By the Board of Trust, That we are fully satis- 


fied that the Editor and Book Agent has not only been just 
in the transaction of the business of the Concern, but exceed- 
ingly generous, in dealing out of his own private means, to 
meet the-eurrent expenses, and that the church owes him a 
lasting debt of gratitude, for his assistance in time of need.” 
J. Torap, Chawrman. 
Convention adjourned until evening. Prayer by Rev. C. 
PRINDLE. 
EVENING SESSION, NOV. 15. 
The Convention was opened with devotional exercises, con- 
ducted by Rev. J. 
On motion, Lesolved, That in view of improving our 
paper, by giving a greater amount of original matter, and a 
_ more interesting variety, that we appoint three corresponding 
editors, whose duty it shall be to write leading articles on 


subjects of general interest; these articles to be as brief as 
the nature of the subj 


of the patrons of the paper. Stage 
_ Ihe following named brethren were then elected corres- 
ponding editors: Rev. J. Scorr, Rev. G. Cranoy, Rev. J. 
On motion, it was Resolved, That Rev. W. R. Parsons, 


Rey. J. Darzey, and Rev. Jonny Kost, be added to the list of 
corresponding editors. nti 


Rey. C. 
took leave of the Convention; when on motion of Rev. J- 
Rosison, it was 


Resolved, That this Convention has b iohl atified 
with the visit, and edified b eS 
brother, Rev. Cyrus Prinp 
blessing may rest upon him 


y the counsel of our beloved 
LE, and fervently pray that God’s 
and the Connection he represents. 


ject will permit, and adapted to the wants 


, of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, 
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into all the world,” is the strange command—no other religion, 
ever comprehended such an object. Are we now prepared 
to incur the responsibility of leaving heathen souls without 


God and without hope? > Listen to the last words of our Sa-_ 


vior, ere the cloud received Him to glory—were they not 
missionary words—a missionary appeal, a plea that we do 
well to heed, as those did who then waited upon His word. 
The apostolic company, did not as too many among us do, 
they refused not on the ground of the home-heathen in Judea, 
to send any of their band abroad. Buttheir best and noblest 
were commissioned to speed from port to port in the Medeter- 


ranian, and thence afar into all the coasts of the Gentiles, and 


thereby rendered their mission morally sublime, their field 
was ‘The World.” And even the poor saints contributed of 
their means to sustain them in the field, and their example 
has been acting upon the Christian world ever since. 
When we look at the cause, we behold millions on 
millions, yet living in a state of presumptious impenitence, 
salvation by them is unsought, Jesus is a stranger, the Bible 


unread, or unheeded, its promises unappropriated, its threat-— 


nings undreaded : 
Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 


- Shall we to men benighted, 
The lamp of life deny ? 


What return is fitting, when God’s marvelous spplisuam 
| estowed 

upon us as a denomination are considered—can we, dare we — 
meet all this prodigal expenditure of patience and long suf- 
fering, with cold and chilling indifference and neglect—hoard- 


of love, remonstrance, and forbearance that He has 


ing the riches of eternity, riches that cost sacrifices so great 
that numbers cannot state them. , 


Yea, we cannot leave this work to others, without exhibit- — 
ing perverse ingratitude, and grieving the Holy ee and if 
of a debt 


persisted in, will involve, an obstinate disregar 
which we manifestly owe to the cause of our Redeemer. 

_ Resolved, That we recommend Oregon Territory, Kansas 
and Nebraska, as suitable fields in which to establish mis- 
sions. And we can but hope, that at an early day we shall be 
able to send missionaries into Africa and other foreign fields. 
_ We also recommend the names of the following brethren 
to act as a board of missions: voy i: 
 Ministers—J. Scott, J. Cowr, J. W. Rurizpes, W. 
Wrage, and Wm. Cotumr. Laymen—W. Henvexson, 


Miter, J. Repmay, W. Parmer, F. A. Revenagr, R. M. 
Grass, and W. B. 
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Report of Committee on Missions. 
Your Committee on Missions, ask leave to report: That 
in view of the fact, that we have at this time no active mis- 
sionary society, we are impressed with the importance of in- 
stituting such a society, and thereby putting this great | 
instrumentality into immediate and active operation, whereby 
the church of Jesus Christ is to extend the conquest of truth. 
We as yet, (you are aware) have done little as a denomi- 
nation, to establish foreign missions, for the purpose of 
spreading the truth as it is held by our denomination; yet 
you know, that our people contribute annually to missions 
established by the various evangelical churches. But the day 
has come for us to act, and thereby develop a missionary 
spirit among our people, and not leave it to others to make 
our Redeemer better known. 
It is to be feared, that our people are not awake to the vast 
and important subject. Is it not time to awake from our 
slumber and apathy, to buckle on our armor for fresh con- 
quests in the outlying wastes of heathenism; but our only 
wat in afresh baptism of the Holy Ghost. The showers 
of His benign influences are ever the prelude of a spiritual 
harvest. Pray ye, then, the Lord of the harvest, that His _ 
_ Spirit may come down like rain upon the mown grass, and 
as showers that water the earth, and that the promise regard- 
ing the latter-day glory, may be fulfilled; that ‘‘God will 
pour down His Spirit upon all flesh.” ‘‘The field is the 
world,” the whole world is our parish. ‘‘ Beginning at Jeru- 
salem,” the Gospel commission did not end there. It was 
first, to embrace Judea, then Samaria, then “the uttermost 
parts of the earth.” From Olivet our Redeemer in thought 
might have told his disciples to look far North beyond the 
heights/of Lebanon and Hermon; Westward to the fair lands 
bathed by the Great Sea; Southward to the desert and the 
Isles of the Ocean; Eastward, beyond the mountains of 
Moab, to the unexplored continents, where heathenism 
still prevailed. With Pal 
world was to be their circumference. The Gospel was to be 
preached ‘‘as a witness to all nations.” Habit = 


As members of the Church of G 
guil rch of God, we cannot remain 


gag , when there remains so ‘‘much land to be pos- 
sessed.” Can we leave this work to others, without exhibiting 
perverse ingratitude, and grieving the Holy Spirit, and if 


_ persisted in, will it not involve an obstinate disregard of our 
Own spiritual interests ? 


‘Well may the mission of the church startle us—‘‘Go ye 


estine as the centre, the vast 
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orous plan, for the wider circulation of our paper, and for the 


placing of the book department on a more firm basis, therefore - 


Resolved, 1. That we earnestly insist upon all of our Min- 


isters and Preachers, throughout the Northern and Western 


States and Territories, and in the South, (where they sympa- 
thize with us,) to act as Agents for the Concern, and earnestly 
present its claims, both to the members of the church, and 
the community in general, where they operate. fyi 

Resolved, 2. That to maintain equality among brethren, 


that the Itinerant Ministers be and are hereby required to © 


pay, according to the terms, $1.00 per year for their paper, 
and that they be allowed ten per cent. on every remittance 
they make from subscribers for the paper, the overplus of 
Agency to be paid them in books at their order. | 
Resolved, 3. That the claims of our Book Concern be 
everywhere presented, as worthy of the beneficence of the 
fesolved, 4, That our agents be, and are hereby urgently 
called upon to make immediate collection, as far as they can 
within their reach of our present outstanding claims. 
_ L£esolved, 5. That the commissioners appointed by this 
Convention, to permanently locate the : Western Methodist 
Protestant and Book Concern, be, and are hereby empowered, 
if in their judgment they shall deem it advisable, to form a 
joint stock company for the efficient carrying on of the Paper 
and Book Concern, with a capitol of $20,000:00, one fourth 
to be paid down, at the time of taking stock, and the bal- 
ance in 3, 6 and 9 months, and that the shares be $25:00 each. 


On motion, Rey. Wu. H. Minter and Rev. A. H. Basserr, 


were appointed a Committee to harmonize and publish the 
minutes of this Convention. 
~ Rev. G. Cianoy, chairman of the Committee on Relations, 
Revisions and the Future, (Part Third) reported and their 
Report was adopted, as follows: 
Report of the Committee on Relations, Revisions and the 

Future, (Part Third.) 


Your Committee, No. 5, would recommend in relation to’ 


the plan of future proceedings, which is the third part of 
their subject: My, 


I. That a Convention be appointed, to meet in the city of. 


Pittsburgh, on the second Wednesday of Nov., 1860, which 


shall be composed of representatives from all, the Annual 


Conferences that concur in the action of this Convention. 
II. Said representatives shall be elected at the Conference 
sessions last preceding said Convention, upon the same ratio 
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We also recommend that the Superintendents in each cir- 
euit and station, and in all the congregations, take up a col- 
lection in the month of January, and forward the same to 
the Treasurer of the Board. We deem Pittsburgh a proper 
place to locate the Board of missions. * 

Respectfully submitted, R. Parsons, Cf’n. 

On motion of Bros. Scorr and Rosison, fesolved, That 
we commend the Missionary and Sunday School Journal to 
our people as worthy of their patronage and support, and 
should it hereafter be offered to the ‘‘ Board of Trust,” we 
recommend its reception and publication, according to the 
recommendation contained in the Report of Committee on 
Finances, adopted by this Convention. ODD 

The Committee on Temperance reported, and the Report 
was adopted, as follows: 

— Report of Committee on Temperance. 
Your Committee to whom was referred the consideration of 
the cause of Temperance, beg leave to report the following 

Resolved, 1. That in the judgment of this Convention, the 

manufacture, sale, and use of all kinds of intoxicating liquors, 
for drinking purposes, is morally wrong, and tends to pro- 
mote drunkenness and the commission of almost every crime, 
known in the dark catalogue of human transgressions. _ 
fesolved, 2. That it is the duty of the Church, in view of 
the magnitude of this evil in our land, to lift her warning 
voice against it in every prudent and Christian way, and to 
keep her garments unspotted from this soul destroying vice, 
_by the judicious exercise of discipline. 
| Lesolved, 3. That we recommend our ministers to preach 
frequently against the sin of intemperance, to their several 
ret ps smn and urge upon our people as their only safety, 
total abstarnance from all intoxicating drinks. = 
J. Darsry, Jr., Chairman. 

_ MORNING SESSION, Nov. 16. 

The Convention was opened with devotionial exercises by 
Rev. Wm. Youne. Minutes read and approved. 

On motion, Fesolved, That in case Rey. T. H. Stockton 


should decline our invitation to assist in compiling a new 
Hymn Book, we appoint the D. 


Rev. Gro. Brown, D.D., to 
perform that duty. 
- On motion, the following Preamble and. Resolutions, sub- 
mitted by Bros. Turap and Darton, were passed: 


Wuereas, 


This Convention; by adoptine t of 
Committee N » by adopting the Repor 


o. 8, on Finances, did agree to adopt some vig- 
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nient day, soon after,) and decide upon the site for the Con- 
cern, And if the Concern remains in this city, the plan of 
governing aud regulating it, shall remain unchanged, except- 
ing said committee shall, in advice with the Board of Trust, 


have full power to decide upon the most economical and effi- 


cient plan of publishing and printing, and to arrange and 
contract for the same; provided, however, that no arrangement 
or contract shall be made which will in any way involve the 


Conferences in this Confederacy in any Sa ane! liabilities. 


The Editor of the Western Methodist Protestant, is hereby 


authorized to consult and take the advice of the Board of | 


Trust in relation to all difficulties growing out of questions of 
the publication of questionable matter of any kind, and in 


the event the Concern should be removed, said committee shall, — 


in connection with the present Board of Trust, make the neces- 


sary arrangements for said removal; and shall further take © 


the necessary steps to place the Concern, in its new location, 


under the regulation and control of such charter as will im- 


~ all pecuniary responsibility legally upon a Board of 
Trust, such, in substance, as is the present regulation.  _ 


VII. Your Committee would further recommend, that the 


address to ‘‘ Ministers and Members,” &c., commencing on 
page 143 of Discipline, and the ‘Declaration of Rights,” 
together with the ‘‘ Rules of Order,” and the recommenda- 
tion of Book Directory, in relation to getting up Colleges, be 


all left out of the next edition of the Discipline, because of — 


the unnecessary expénce which their printing involves. 
IX. The Board of Trustand the above specified committee, 


shall not be entitled to any compensation for their time or 


service; and the same rule shall apply to those engaged in 
compiling the new Hymn Book. that Criancy, Ch’n. 

On motion of Revs. and Strone, Lesolved, That 
this Convention gratefully tenders its thanks to the brethren 


and friends of Springfield, for their kindness and hospitality, — 


80 peeeemey extended to the members of this body. __ 
Committee on the Historical Preface reported back the 


paper submitted by Br. Bassrrr, recommending its insertion, 


which was agreed to. As to the proper length of the docu- 
ment, this was on motion, left to the discretion of the Pub 
lishing Committee. 
On motion of Rev. J. Rosison, Resolved, That the names 
of the Annual Conferences concurring with this Convention 
together with their boundaries be printed in the book of Dis- 
cipline, and that the names and boundaries of those Confer- 
ences with which we have suspended relations, be omitted. 
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of representation which governed elections to this body, to 
wit: One ministerial and one lay delegate for every thousand 
members within the several districts, provided, however, that _ 
districts having less than one thousand members, shall be en- 
titled to one ministerial and one lay delegate. = 

III. The powers of said Conventiow shall be, 

1. To regulate and control all the interests of the Western 
~ Methodist Protestant and Book Concern. 2. To make such 
changes in the Constitution and Discipline only, as may be ~ 
- definitely recommended in writing, by such number of An- 
nual Conferences as embrace a majority of all the lay mem- 
bers of this confederation of Conferences; provided, however 
that no alteration shall be made in the 2d, 13th and 14th 
Articles of the Constitution, of that body. 

TV. Ascertain matters of change are deemed of ‘much in- 
terest by some of the Conferences, such as the Restrictive 
Rule in Section 7, of Article X, and the provision in Article 
XI, which requires the presidents of Annual.Conferences to 
travel their respective districts, &c. This Convention would 
hereby suggest to the respective Annual Conferences, the 
_- propriety of recommending these Rules to the contemplated 

~ V. As the question of a General Conference for this Con- — 

federacy, is also deemed, by many, to be of much importance ; 
this Convention would further suggest to the Annual Confer- 
ences, to give definite instructions to the contemplated Con- 
_ vention, upon this subject; and for the sake of uniformity, 
would submit the question in definite form, to wit: ° Shall — 
_ the Convention appoint the meeting of a General Conference, 
, a8 the central government of this Confederation, having the 
composition and the powers defined in the eighth and ninth 
Articles of the Constitution ?” 
_ VIL And as this Convention sympathises in the views and 
feelings of all anti-slavery bodies of evangelical Christians, 
and especially with such as are in sympathy with our doc- 
trines, means of grace and ecclesiastical usages and principles; 
we would hereby extend a hearty welcome to such as desire 
to fraternize with us, and would feel disposed to send visiting 
delegates to the Convention of 1860, and especially would we 
extend this hearty welcome to all anti-slavery Methodist Pro- 
testant Churches, not embraced within this Confederacy, 
whether North or South of Mason’s and Dickson’s line. 
VU. This Convention would further instruct the Com- 
mittee upon Location, to meet in the city of Springfield, Ohio, 
on the Ist Wednesday of March next, (or someé other convé- 
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REPORT OF EDITOR AND BOOK AGENT, | 
Tue history of almost, if not quite every Church Publish- 
ing enterprise, is in its earlier periods, a history of toil, 
sacrifice and perplexity, if not of discouragements and em- 
barrasments. The Western Methodist Protestant and Book 
Concern, but little past its incipiancy, is passing the ordeal. 
We trust it has seen its most gloomy day. With judicious 
and economical management, and with increased energy on 
the part of its friends in sustaining it, we trust it will yet live 
and grow to be an ornament and blessing to the Church. 

It. may be instructive here to mention that the Church Paper 
and Book Concern in Baltimore, in years past, under its several 
_ dispensations, experienced a series of trials and disasters to 
which it is painful to recur. First, an individual enterprise, 
existed a while and failed. Afterwards a Book Company 
was started, and for a time promised success. ‘To further its 
interests, traveling agents were employed for several years 
In this service were engaged such men as T. H. Stooxton, 
A. Wesster, 8. J. Harris and W. Krstry, who traversed the 
country, and raised several thousands of dollars. Yet this 
Book Company proved an utter failure. The General Con- 
ference of 1838, made‘a decided effort to establish a Church 
Book Concern. The Book Committee were authorised to 
create a loan of $20,000, by issuing stock to that amount, in 
shares of $50:00 each, bearing interest of 6 percent. Church 
scrip was accordingly issued to the amount of $9,800. But 
within a few years after, some of the scrip holders brought 
‘suit for payment of principal and interest. - By the great hb- 
erality, however, of a few Maryland friends, the matter was 
arranged so as to save the Church from further embarrasment 
and mortification. But the Directory, in their report to Gen- 
eral Conference 1842, distinctly stated that the plan of the 
previous General Conference for redeeming the Church scrip 
was almost an entire failure. It was of course abandoned. 

The Book Committee or Directory was organized about 
1838, upon the failure of the Book Company. It embraced 
some devoted, sacrificing men, such as J. R. Witzrams, W. 
Srirr and others, without whose liberality, the Concern could 
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Rey, J. J. Suara, on behalf of the Committee on Ednea- 
Report of Committee on Education, 
Your Committee, appointed to consider the educational 
‘nterests of the Northern and Western Annual Confer- 


ences concurring in this Convention, beg leave to report, 


that your Committee are more fully persuaded than ever of 
‘the importance of a well trained and thoroughly educated 


ministry, to meet the demands of this enlightened age, and — 


most deeply deplore the failure of some of our Collegiate In- 
stitutions. Your Committee, however, rejoices 1m the. estab- 
lishment, active operation, and prospective usefulness of the 


University of the Annual Conferences of Illinois, and do- 


hereby tender them our warmest sympathies, and would 
recommend to all our Conferences North and West, to liber- 
ally patronize this institution of learning. We deem it of 
vital importance to the welfare of the Northren and Western 
confederation of Annual Conferences, that we establish and 
ga endow a central Collegiate and Theological Institu- 
tion. But in view of present circumstances we cannot re- 
~ commend definite action inthe premises. We would however 

recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Ltesolved, That the respective Annual Conferences com- 


posing this confederation be advised to fix upon a definite — 


course of study for candidates for the Ministry and Itinerancy, 
which shall be imperative as a basis of examination. 
Ltesolved, 2. That a committee of five be appointed by 
this Convention to prepare a plan for the establishment and 
endowment of a collegiate and Theological Institute, and that 
they be authorized to fix on a location for said Institution, 


and to open books for its endowment. 


fesolved, 3. That the course of study for candidates for 


the Itinerancy, &c., be for the present the course recommended 


by the General Conference of 1858. See Journal of said 


eneral Conference. Chairman. 
- On motion by Rev. J, Rozison, Resolved, That in view 
of the peace and harmony in which the important business of 
this Convention has been transacted, our warmest gratitude 


is due to the God of peace, for His care and influence over 
us, during our deliberations. | 


Lesolved, That we adjourn sine die. 


vent prayer by the venerable President, 
the Convention gradually dispersed. 


After a very fer- 
Rey. Dr. Browy, 
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the slackness of a large portion of otr agents, and the lack 
of prompt payments by our subscribers. 

e commenced our publishing enterprise in the fall of 
1855, with ardent hopes of early success. Our receipts came 
in liberally and encouragingly. But from the commencement 
of our second year, we experienced an unavoidable advance 
in our weekly expenses, without a corresponding advance in 
our receipts, which indeed somewhat declined. Whilst a 
goodly number of our friends did a generous and noble part in 
extending the circulation of our paper, and collecting payments 
therefor, an unfortunately large proportion of our brethren 
seemed actuated by the impression that our enterprise would 
move along of itself, or at least without ¢hez7 shoulder at the 
wheel. 
_ The general financial embarrasments the year past, effect- 
ing all branches of business, of course had a decided and 
serious effect upon our receipts. Of this we have been as- 
sured by our correspondence from all quarters of the country, 
and have been made to feel it at home, in the circumstance. 
that in only eight weeks out of the fifty-two weeks of the 
third year of our enterprise, did our receipts for the paper 
meet the amount of our weekly expenditures. We have 
consequently fallen behind a few hundred dollars, whilst 
@ much larger amount due us is outstanding, in the hands of 
our subscribers, and in the hands of those who have pur- 
chased books and failed to make returns of their price. 

The financial embarrasments of the country have been in 
ood measure overcome. The times are improving, and if 
1e Convention shall adopt some effective means to stir up 

our brethren in all the districts, to renewed energy in extend- © 
ing our paper and collecting our dues, we hope to see an im- 
mediate improvement in our finances. Indeed, encouraging 
indications are seen. At several of our largest Conferences 
recently held, the receipts for the paper were larger in amount 
than at any previous session. And our weekly receipts 
since those Conferences, indicate a more encouraging pros- 
pect than ever, of a rapid improvement in the financial in- 
terests of our enterprise. 
We beg to call attention to the following approximate 
statement of the dues for Western Methodist Protestant, on 
Volumes I., II and III., in the various Districts, that measures 
ne be taken to collect them. | | 
Ohio District, $506; Muskingum, $436; Iowa and North 
Iowa, $371; North Illinois, $341; Indiana, $242; Pitts- 
burgh,, $202; Wabash, $191 - Michigan and Wostorn Mieh- 
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hardly have existed. The Directory in their Report in 1848, 


use the following language: ; 

‘The Book Concern has been in operation for ten years, 
under the direction of attentive, laborious men, whose servi- 
ces have been yielded gratuitously. And lo! such has been 
the apathy of the Church generally, that the Concern just 
now begins to show signs of life, and promises future use- 
fulness. Out of thirty-two Conference Districts (N. and 8.) 
we have at length obtained within a fraction of 3,000 \sub- 
scribers, which is less than an average of 100 to each Dis- 
trict.” The same report says : 


_ % Again, dear brethren, does it not appear to you a burn- — 


ing shame, that the subscribers to the periodical and the 
purchasers of books, should retain in their own hands nearly 
‘seven thousand dollars, which are justly due the Concern? 
The Directors tell you that the Concern is worth $8,250. But 


alas! almost the whole amount is away in the hands of their | 


customers, and the directors and agent left without means to 


pay off the printer and paper maker. Do we not appear to 


you like certain rich men who have their thousands on paper, 
but have no money to buy their marketing? And does not 
the conduct of the whole church resemble the parent who 
possesses great affection for the child, but denies it food and 
raiment?’ 
After a while, it was duly announced to the Church, that 
the Concern had become free from its embarrasments, and 


was no longer involved in onerous debts. But this release — 


was effected through the great liberality again of individuals. 


Meanwhile, donations and bequests to the amount of some 


thousands of dollars, were made to the Concern, by two or 
three wealthy ladies, as well as by several wealthy gentlemen, 
chiefly, if not all, of the Maryland District. The Concern 


has since reported gradual prosperity, but its avails go sur- 
prisingly little be 


published reports. 


We make here no invidious reference to the Baltimore Di- 
rectory. hey honorably discharged their obligation to our 
Western Association, 
of 1854. But we make this statement of the difficulties of 
its past history, for the purpose of suggesting that the dis- 


couragements which have environed our enterprise for the 


past year are not unprecedented, and may not evidence a lack 
of integrity or economy in the 3 


management of its affairs, 
and that ourlack of prosperity m ; 


| ay be, as much as in the for- 
mer case, attributable to the apathy of many of our friends, 


yond its expenditures, as we see from their 


as directed by the General. Conference — 
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such a revolution in our plan, we have been endeavoring by 
a sort of gradualism to introduce the change, allowing three 
months as the period for advance payments. But itis found 
that, do as we may, in this particular, there are hundreds 
who will still defer payment beyond the three months, and 
will still claim the privilege of the advance terms.. And 


wait on them as long as we may, there are great numbers 


who will defer payment year after year. Meanwhile, our 
weekly expenses have to be met promptly in cash. There is 
no waiting allowed us. And even our non-paying subscri- 
bers, it is presumable, would not consider us excusable in 


suspending our publication till means enough was sent us to 
meet our weekly expenses. ss 


At the end of Vol. II., our subscription list, having had a 
net gain of 600 names the previous year, had reached the 


number of 3,944, and would in two weeks more have reached - 


the number of 4,000. But in accordance with directions by 
our Board of Trust, we did in commencing our fourth vol- 


ume (Oct. 13,) strike from our list names of over 500 sub- 


scribers who were indebted for our paper for over the period 


of one year. ‘Thus far not much over one hundred names 


net gain of new subscribers has been received, to replace the 
discontinued names. We have further given notice, that 
those still indebted for one year past, would also be stopped 


unless payment was made within three months, or by the 1st | 
of January next. It is our firm and deliberate conviction 

that this revolution should be carried into effect, even at the 
risk of temporary diminution. Should this Convention con-— 
cur that such course is best, it will we trust take measures to | 


redeem our list from its temporary loss. 


If all our present subscribers would pay for their paper in 


advance, we should be provided with means of meeting the 


expenses of the current volume, whilst the amounts due on 


past volumes, as they are collected, could be appropriated to 
meet the deficiency against the Concern, and would aid es- 
sentially in the extending of our book and publishing business. 

We again call attention to the great necessity of devising 
some immediate and effective measures to raise means for ex- 
tending our publishing operations. Arrangements should be 
made without delay for publishing revised editions of our 
Hymn Book and Discipline, also for issuing an edition of 
Rev. R. F. Sainn’s Tribute to our Fathers, of which our 
Concern owns the plates. For this purpose it will be neces- 
sary to have executed stereotype plates of the two works. 
Besides, the purchase of a power press may be found necessary. 
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$1177: Illinois, $156; South Illinois, $137; Wisconsin, 

$124 3 Onondaga, $109; Oregon, $60; Genesee, $51; New 
York and Vermont, $21; Minnesota, $19; Pennsylvania, 
$16, besides other miscellaneous dues for the paper, amount- 
ing in all to $3,500 due at present for our paper up to end of 
Volume Ill. Let it be borne in mind, also, that Volume IV. 
is now in progress, and that large numbers of subscribers 
have not as yet paid in advance. Measures, we trust, will be 
taken to collect immediately payment from these. = 
Copies of our third Annual Report, issued in September 
last, and published several weeks ago in the W. M. Protes- 
tant, are circulated amongst the members of the Convention. 
The Report presents a full statement of our business to 
end of third financial year. The following additional exhibit, 
prepared for the information of the Convention, brings for- 
ward the state of our business two months, to end of Octo- 
‘-ber.. Embracing the Conference season, the result is encour- 

aging. We would rejoice to see this spirit kept up. 

Of the Western Methodist Protestant and Book Concern, for — 

- eight weeks of fourth financial year, from date of third An- 

nual report, to Oct. 30, 1858. | 


RECEIPTS. 


| | 
For the W. M. Protestant, $1,363 34 
For books sold, - 11014 
Donations,- - 


EXPENDITURES. 

All outlays for this period, and 
including proportional am’t 

- 1900} of Editor’s Salary, for the 
|Balance in favor of Concern, $727 91 
: Accompanying, is &@ Report of an Auditing Committeee, — 
appointed by the Board of Trust, at our earnest request, to 
make thorough inspection of the books, papers, &c., as kept 
_by the Editor and Agent, and to verify the figures and ac- 
counts, also a paper containing the action of the Board, upon 
said Report. A paper is also submitted, prepared by Mr. 


J OHN WATT, an experienced printer and stereotyper, who was 
until quite recent 


y foreman in our office for the period of 
two and a half years. Being a disinterested person, @ mem- 
ber of another religious 


oO denomination, some of his sugges- 
-tions may be found useful to the Convention. - we 

it was the judgment of our previous Conventions which 
took action on our publication interests, likewise of our Lit- 
erary Society, that we must adopt the advance pay system in 
our terms for the church paper. This is the verdict of all 
experience of contemporary publications. But rather timor- 


ous of the temporary consequences of inaugurating at once 
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there an indebtedness due said A. H. Bassarr in the sum of 
$1,802.27, as claimed by him in his 4th Quarterly Report of 
Sept. 4th, 1858, but that said amount actually reaches the 
sum of $2,170.03. wits : 

This difference arises, first, from the addition of a balance 
of $225.00 paid during the 4th quarter of the first year to 
Rev. R. F. Suinn for the stereotype plates to “ Tribute to our 
Fathers,” and not included in the expenditures of said quar- 
ter, and second, from some errors in the additions, or footings 
up, of the receipts as given in different Quarterly Reports, 
and which errors were principally in favor of the Concern. 

The. results at which we have arrived, present the follow- 
ing exhibition of figures as given in the Receipts and Expen- 
ditures of each separate quarter. _ 

[This Report having been referred by Convention to the 
Committee on Finances, said Committee combined in their 
Report, (see page 20,) the exhibit of Receipts, Expenditures 
and Balancings, presented by Auditing Committee. It is 
therefore omitted in this place.} a 

As a final recapitulation, we present the following state- 


ment of the entire indebtedness of the Concern: ~ 
Cash paid by A. H. Bassett, to Wa. Sree, Treasurer Board of Trust, | 
as per receipt, - - - $910 34 
« A. H. Bassett, excess of expenditures of 2d year, - - 850 62 
to Rev. R. F. Shinn for stereotype Plates 
ct during 4th quarter of lst year and not charged tillnow, § 225.00 


° 


2 


Deduct from this the amount in hands-of Agent at close of Ist year, 285 76 
Leaving a total indebtedness due A. H. Bassett, end of 3d yr., of $2,170 03 
As has been stated by the Editor and Book Agent in his 
several Annual Reports, the total amount of expenditures of 
the Publishing and Book Departments, have been fully pro- 
vided for. Where there were no available means of the 
Concern, the private funds of the Editor, were drawn upon, 
from time to time, to supply any deficiency. . The Editor has 
accordingly advanced for the use of the Concern over $2,000 
during a space of three years; and for the use of said money 
he asks no compensation, in the way of interest.. In view of 
this latter fact, and in justice to all concerned, your Commit- 
tee recommend that the Treasurer collect as speedily as pos- 
‘Bible, all the funds of the Concern, over which he has control, 
and pay over the amount in toto, to the said A. H. Bassert, 
by the 1st January, 1859, if practicable, as a partial liquida- 
tion of the indebtedness due the said Bassett; and further, 
that the Board of Trust on the lst January, 1859, execute a 


& 
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' ‘he assets of our establishment, as reported to the Con- 
vention of Nov., 1856, were valued at $3,423. 
Printing office, subscription list, and apparatus of W. M. Protestant, $2,000 


Books on hand, October 30th, say - - 100 
Amount due for books, collectable, about 
Notes, donations by members of Ohio Conference, and balance due on 
Moscow Seminary fund, - - - - 15000 
Cashin hands of Treasurer, including interest, - 1,039 04 
Stereotype plates of Suinn’s Tribute to our Fathers, at cost, - = 25000 
Due from subscribers, $3,500, of which we trust is collectable, =§ - *3,000 00 
Balance due to Editor and Book Agent, after aeducting the amount in 
hand as avails of the past fractional quarter, - - 1,442 123 


Balanceinfavorof Concern, - - - $5,196 
- Asking the respectful consideration by the Convention of — 
the several subjects suggested, this Report is respectfully 
submitted. BASSETT, | 


Editor and Book Agent. 
O., Nov. 12, 1858. 


REPORT AUDITING 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY BOARD OF TRUST. 


Report to the Board of Trust, of the Auditing Committee, — 
appointed October 16th, 1858, by said Board, to examine the 
accounts of the Editor and Book Agent. a 

GenTLEMEN: In compliance with the duty imposed, the 
undersigned, as your Committee appointed to audit the ac- 
counts of Rey. A. H. Bassrrr, Editor and Book Agent, of © 
the Western Methodist Protestant and Book Concern, would 
in the outset beg leave to say, that we have made a thorough 
aud impartial examination of all the papers and accounts, 
which were freely placed in our hands by the said A. H. 
Bassett; and from our examination we are fully satisfied 
that it has been the constant purpose of the Editor and Agent 
to keep all the accounts correctly. Mistakes are liable to oc- 
cur in every branch of business, and especially in a business 
80 complicated and perplexing as that under consideration, 
and we have therefore not been surprised, to find that some 
errors (most of them small it is true) have occurred in the 
business of the past three years. We have made a final 
adjudication of said accounts, and we find that, not only is 


*Up to.the time this publication is issued, the receipts of old dues come in #© 
sparingly, we foar this estimate of amount eollectable, is placed far too high. 
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the previous year, was 28,800. Present number, 35,506, 
Aggregate increase the past year, 6,706. Great pains has 
been taken to render the above table correct and perfect. 
Yet it is doubtless defective in some particulars. 


TIME AND PLACE 


Of Sessions of Annual Conferences, for 1859. 


New York and Vermont, meets at Attorney St., New York, Thursday, March 10. 
Boston, meets in March; President to appoint. | | 
Maine, Shebague Island, Maine, Wednesday, June 8. 

Minnesota, in Fillmore circuit, Fil’more county, Wednesday, June 8. 

North Iowa, Beaver Grove circuit, Thursday, August 25. 

Illinois, Decatur, Illinois, Tuesday, September 6. 

North Illinois, Limerick, Wednesday, September, 7. 

Oregon, Lukemuke Church, Wednesday, September, 7. 

Pittsburgh, Sharpsburg, Pennsylvania, W ednesday, September 14. 

Iowa, Richwood’s Class, Henry county, Wednesday, September 14. 

Ohio, Middletown, Ohio, Wednesday, September 21. 

Indiana, Morristown, Indiana, Wednesday, September 21. 

Genesee, Adam’s Basin, N. Y., Tuesday, September 27. — 

Western Miehigan, Salem Chapel, Tuesday, September 27. | 
Pennsylvania, Canaan, Wayne county, Pennsylvania, Wednesday, Sept. 28. 
Muskingum, Jackson, Ohio, Wednesday, September 28. 
W abasb, Pleasant Bethel Church, Jonesboro circuit, Wednesday, September 28. 
Onondaga, Scriba, New York ; time not announced. | | 
Michigan, Pontiac, Michigan, Tuesday, October 11. 
South Illinois, not announced, (meets in October.) 
Wisconsin; Committee to appoint, (meets in October.) 


MEMORIAL, 


Of the Cincinnati Convention, of Nov., 1857, to the General Conference at Lynch- 
burgh, Va., of May, 1858. . 


_ The Convention of Representatives of Northern and Western Conferences, 
assembled in Cincinnati, in the fear of Almighty God, set forth respectfully to 
the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, the following dec- 
It would be our preference and our earnest desire, to perpetuate our union with 
the General Association, in which we have heretofore felt a common interest, 
and the thought of a severance thereof is truly painful to us. But we must in 
‘Christian frankness state, that there are grave impediments to a continuance 
of this union—that it involves us, in our respective districts, in serious embar- 
rasments, some of which we will briefly state below. i 3 
We devoutly respect the injunction contained in one of the elementary princi- 
ples of our Constitution, that it is the duty of all ministers and members of the 
Church to maintain godliness, and oppose all moral evil. Now, it is our clear 
conviction, long since and repeatedly expressed by all our Annual Conferences, 
that the traffic in slaves, and the voluntary holding of slaves, does conflict with 
the rights of humanity, and with the morality of the Holy Scriptures. Hence, 
we regard it the bounden duty, as well as constitutional right of all ministers and 
members of the Methodist Protestant Church, to oppose the practices alluded to. 
But it has ever been a source of grief and mortification to us, that in the entire 
Southern section of the Methodist Protestant Church, slaveholding and slave- 
trading are continually practiced withoutrebuke. We have,foraseries of years, 
_ again and again, in our respective Annual Conferences, expressed to our Southern 
brethren our kind remonstrance-against the continuance of these practices, en- 
treating them to put away forever this sin, and relieve us ofa humiliating reproach. 
But our expostulations have ever been deemed not only unacceptable, but highly 
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negotiablé note of hand, bearing the legal rate of 6 per cent., 
payable at a time agreed upon between the contracting par- 
ties, to the said A. H. Basserr, for the amount of balance 
that may still be due to him. rae 
In conclusion, your Committee would say, that so far from 
finding any evidence of mal-administration of the financial 
department, upon the part of the Editor and Book Agent, 
we are constrained to say, that he has exhibited his well known 
prudence and economy in his management of the business 
intrusted to his hands, and that there cannot in the slightest 
degree attach to him any suspicion of his official faithfulness. 
- And now at the close of the labors assigned us, your Com- 
mittee respectfully submit this report for your final action. 


Done at Springfield, Ohio, Nov. 4th, 1858. 


Of the Northern and Western Conferences of the 

METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 
(Prepared by the Editor of the Western Methodist Protestant. 


2 “2 
ANNUAL CONFERENCES. BE 56 < = 
16 7 11,300} 16 | 2 
New York and Vermont, - | 21 41 1.4 
23 11,342] 13%) 7 
28 12 | 1,005 9 | 4 
Pennsylvania,- - - - - | 7 
33 |3,479| 42 | 8 
o7 | 50 | 6,505 | 1361¢/13 
Ohio, - 63 | 66 [5,171 | 100 
Western Michigan, - - ~~ Q3 20 933 
Indiana, - - 20 26 | 2,231} 4044) 
North Illinois, - 37 | 38 {1,581 141¢|13 
South Iilinois,- - | Q7 | 14 |1,957| 
Q2 5 97] 
‘Wisconsin, - - 15 349 | 
Minnesota, - - . - 5 130° 
Oregon and Califorri 
g aulornia, 4 | 
+ 1534 | 495. [36.506 77/551 ,065 
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